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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Applicant submits the following amendments and remarks for entry and consideration 
prior to the examination of the above-identified application. 

IN THE CLAIMS j 

i 

Please amend the claims as follows: ; 
1-50. (Canceled) 

51 . (New) a method for identifying a subspecies of Siaphylococcus aureus* the 
method comprising: 

obtaining a sample of a microorganism; \ 

sequencing a first region of a nucleic acid from the microorganism sample; 

comparing the first sequenced region with historical sequence data stored in a 
database, the historical sequence data comprising at least one Staphylococcus aureus 
sequence region; and 

determining a measure of phylogenetic relatedness between the microorganism 
sample and a plurality of historical samples stored in the database, ! 

wherein ihe ai leasi one Staphylococcus aureus sequence region further Comprises a 
forward primer upstream of the sequence and a reverse primer downstream of ijie sequence, 
and the forward primer and the reverse primer permiT identification of a region of variable 
number tandem repeats. 
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